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2008-09 UCLA Women’s Basketball Schedule 

Day, Date Opponent Site  Time At Site
Sun., Nov. 2  Love and Basketball (exhibition) Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 9  Team SRP (exhibition) Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 16 CAL STATE FULLERTON Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Tue., Nov. 18 PEPPERDINE Pauley Pavilion 7:00 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 23 @ Maryland College Park, MD  2:00 p.m. (ET)
Wed., Nov. 26 @ Cal Poly  San Luis Obispo, CA 7:00 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 30 CAL STATE NORTHRIDGE Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 3 CSU BAKERSFIELD Pauley Pavilion 7:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 7 NEVADA Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 14 SAN DIEGO Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 17 @ Rice Houston, TX 5:00 p.m. (CT)
Sun., Dec. 21 KANSAS (FSN) Pauley Pavilion 12:00 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 29 @ Texas Tech Lubbock, TX 7:00 p.m. (CT)
Fri., Jan. 2 OREGON STATE* Pauley Pavilion 7:00 p.m.
Sun., Jan. 4 OREGON*  Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Sun., Jan. 11 USC* (FSN) Pauley Pavilion 2:30 p.m.
Thu., Jan. 15 @ Arizona State*  Tempe, AZ 11:00 a.m. (MT)
Sat.., Jan. 17 @ Arizona*  Tucson, AZ 2:00 p.m. (MT)
Thu., Jan. 22 WASHINGTON STATE*  Pauley Pavilion 7:00 p.m.
Sat., Jan. 24 WASHINGTON* Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Thur., Jan. 29 @ California* Berkeley, CA 7:00 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 1 @ Stanford* (FSN)  Stanford, CA 1:00 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 8 @ USC* Galen Center  2:00 p.m.
Thu., Feb. 12 ARIZONA* Pauley Pavilion 7:00 p.m.
Sat., Feb. 14 ARIZONA STATE*  Pauley Pavilion 2:00 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 20 @ Washington* Seattle, WA  7:00 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 22 @ Washington State* Pullman, WA 1:00 p.m.
Fri., Feb. 27 STANFORD* Pauley Pavilion 7:00 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 1 CALIFORNIA* Pauley Pavilion 12:00 p.m.
Thu., Mar. 5 @ Oregon* Eugene, OR 7:00 p.m.
Sat., Mar. 7 @ Oregon State* Corvallis, OR 12:30 p.m.
Thu., Mar. 12 Pac-10 Tournament* Galen Center TBD
Fri., Mar. 13 Pac-10 Tournament* Galen Center TBD
Sat., Mar. 14 Pac-10 Tournament* (TV - FSN) Galen Center 6/8:30 p.m.
Sun., Mar. 15 Pac-10 Tournament* (TV - FSN) Galen Center 6:00 p.m.
Sat., Mar. 21 - NCAA First Round / Second Rounds TBD 
Tue., Mar. 24 (Albuquerque, NM; Baton Rouge, LA; College Park, MD; Columbus, OH; Duluth, GA; Chattanooga, TN; Lubbock,TX;  Los Angeles, CA;  
 Bowling Green, KY, Piscataway, NJ; E. Lansing, MI; Iowa City, IA; South Bend, IN; Storrs, CT; Seattle, WA; San Diego, CA)

Sat., Mar. 28 - NCAA Regionals  TBD TBD 
Tue., Mar. 31 (Berkeley, CA; Oklahoma City, OK; Raleigh, NC; Trenton, NJ) 
Sun., Apr. 5 NCAA Semifi nals (Scottrade Center St. Louis, MO TBD
Tue., Apr. 7 NCAA Championship (Scottrade Center) St. Louis, MO TBD

Home games in BOLD ALL CAPS.
Game times listed are local to game site and subject to change.
Key:  * denotes Pacifi c-10 Conference Game
Internet broadcast on www.uclabruins.com (Network radio schedule on page 115)
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General Information
Offi cial Name:  .....University of California, Los Angeles
Location:  ...................................................Los Angeles, CA
Athletic Dept. Address:  ................... J.D. Morgan Center
............................................................ 325 Westwood Plaza
........................................................ Los Angeles, CA 90095
Enrollment:  ............................................................... 37,500
Founded:  ........................................................................1919
Colors:  ......................................................... Blue and Gold
Nickname:  ..................................................................Bruins
National Affi liation:  ..............................NCAA Division I
Conference:  ......................................................... Pacifi c-10
Arena, Year Built (capacity):  ....Pauley Pavilion, 1965-66  
................................................................................... (12,819)

University Personnel
Chancellor:  ....................  Dr. Gene Block (Stanford '70)
............................................................Phone: 310/825-2151
Faculty Representative:  ..........Don Morrison (MIT ’61)
............................................................Phone: 310/825-7706
Athletic Director:  ......Daniel G. Guerrero (UCLA ’74)
............................................................Phone: 310/825-8699
Sr. Women’s Administrator:  Petrina Long (California ’77)
............................................................Phone: 310/825-8699
Athletic Department Phone:  ................... 310/825-8699
Ticket Offi ce Phone:  ....... 310/UCLA-WIN (825-2946)

Sports Information
Women’s Basketball Contacts:  ................. Steve Rourke
................................................................................Liza David
Sports Information Offi ce Phone:  .......... 310/206-6831
Sports Information Offi ce FAX:  .............. 310/825-8664
Rourke E-mail:  .....................srourke@athletics.ucla.edu
David E-mail:  ............................ldavid@athletics.ucla.edu
Website:  ...........................................www.uclabruins.com
Press Row Phone:  ...................................... 310/825-1899

Radio Network
Radio Station:  ............................. UCLA Radio Network 
Play-by-Play:  ...................................................Dave Marcus
Color Commentary:  ...................... Michael Sondheimer
Athletics Hotline:  ....................................... 310/825-8575

UCLA Quick Facts

Basketball Information
Head Coach:  .................Nikki Caldwell (Tennessee ’94)
Record, Current School (Years):  .......................  1st Year
Record, Career: ........................................................... same
Basketball Offi ce Phone:  ........................ (310) 206-1925
Best Time/Day to Reach Coach:  ......................Mornings
Asst. Coaches: .......... Stacie Terry (Texas-Arlington ’98)
.............................................. Tony Perotti (Tennessee ’99)
................................................Tasha Butts (Tennessee ’04) 
Director of Basketball Operations:  ............ Pam Walker
Administrative Assistant:  ........................... Juaune Armon
Staff Athletic Trainer:  .................................Grace Golden
Student Athletic Trainers: .....................Lindsay Lindberg,
............................................................................Sade Spence
Team Managers:  ......... Michele Blaisdell, Francis Harris,
..................................Jennica Janssen, Natalya Pyatkovska,
................................................. Jonathan Silver, Nick Valluri

Team Information
2007-08 Record:  ........................................................ 16-15
2007-08 Conf. Rec., Place:  .............................. 10-8, T 4th
Starters Returning (4): 
................................. Nina Earl, F, 6-1, So., 8.7 ppg, 3.4 rpg
.............Moniquee Alexander, C, 6-6, Jr., 3.8 ppg, 3.1 rpg
............Doreena Campbell G, 5-10, So., 8.7 ppg, 4.2 rpg
........................Erica Tukiainen, G, 6-0, Jr., 4.6 ppg, 2.1 rpg
Starters Lost (1): 
................... Lindsey Pluimer, F, 6-4, Sr., 14.1 ppg,  6.5 rpg 
Others Returning (6):  
......................Candice Brown, F, 6-3, So., 1.5 ppg, 2.2 rpg
..............Tierra Henderson, G, 5-10, Sr. ,7.6 ppg, 3.3 rpg 
.................. Chinyere Ibekwe, C, 6-4, Sr. ,2.7 ppg, 3.8 rpg
.......................Darxia Morris, G, 5-8, So. ,7.5 ppg, 2.1 rpg
.................Christina Nzekwe, F, 6-4, So. ,3.0 ppg, 3.1 rpg  
.............................Allison Taka, G, 5-8, Jr. ,0.2 ppg, 0.2 rpg
Letterwinners Lost (3): 
..................................................... Lindsey Pluimer, F, 6-4, Sr.
.........................Alexis Olivier, G, 5-8, So. 0.5 ppg, 0.0 rpg 
........................ Regina Rogers, C, 6-3, Fr. 6.3 ppg, 4.6 rpg 
Newcomers (2): 
..............................................  Rebekah Gardner, G, 6-0, Fr. 
............................................. Atonye Nyingifa, G/F, 5-11, Fr.

History
First Year of Basketball ..........................................1974-75
Overall All-Time Record ..........................585-400 (.594)
NCAA Appearances/Last  ............................... Nine/2006
Last post-season appearance ....................................2006 
...................... (Lost in NCAA 2nd Rd. at Purdue, 54-61)

The UCLA Athletic Depart-
ment would like to express 
its gratitude to the following 
for endowing scholarships for 

Women’s Basketball:

Evelyn & Eleanor Lloyd Dees
Parker & Spencer Felix

Rose Gilbert
Stephen & Ann Goldberg

Bette McBain
Kirk Pasich & Pamela Woods
Christopher, Kelly & Connor 

Pasich
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credential requests. Please make all interview arrangements 
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40 96Erica 
Tukiainen

Natalie 
Williams
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TV/Radio Position Guide 

#1 Nina Earl - F
6-1, Sophomore
Pomona, CA

#2 Tierra Henderson - G
5-10, Senior
Pasadena, CA  

#3 Darxia Morris - G
5-8, Sophomore
Pasadena, CA

#10 Allison Taka - G
5-8, Junior
Culver City, CA

#13 Erica Tukiainen - G
6-0, Junior
Los Angeles, CA

#11 Atonye Nyingifa - G/F
5-11, Freshman
Torrance, CA

#21 Doreena Campbell - G 
5-10, Sophomore
Alexandria, VA

#23 Chinyere Ibekwe - C/F
6-4, Senior
Los Angeles, CA

#35 Rebekah Gardner - G
6-0, Freshman
Upland, CA

#24 Candice Brown - F
6-3, Sophomore
Riverside, CA

#4 Christina Nzekwe - F/C
6-4, Sophomore
Seattle, WA

Stacie Terry
Assistant Coach
1st Year

Nikki Caldwell
Head Coach
1st Year

Tony Perotti
Assistant Coach
1st Year

Tasha Butts
Assistant Coach
1st Year

Pam Walker
Dir. of Bkb. Operations
20th Year

Pronunciations
Moniquee Alexander ......................................................................................Monique

Nina Earl ......................................................................................................KNEE-nah

Tierra Henderson ....................................................................................... tee-AIR-uh

Chinyere Ibekwe ........................................................... CHIN-yeh-ray ee-BECK-way

Darxia Morris .......................................................................................... dar-EX-ee-uh

Atonye Nyingifa .................................................................ah-TONE-yay YING-ghi-fa

Christina Nzekwe .................................................................................. na-ZECK-way

Allison Taka ................................................................................................... TOCK-uh

Erica Tukiainen ..............................................................................TWO-key-EYE-nen

#31 Moniquee Alexander - C
6-6, Junior
Harbor City, CA
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Numerical UCLA Women’s Basketball Roster
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Birthdate Exp. Hometown (High School)
1 Nina Earl F 6-1 So. 01/16/89 1V Pomona, CA (Diamond Ranch HS) 
2 Tierra Henderson G 5-10  Sr. 05/06/87 3V Pasadena, CA (Muir HS)
3 Darxia Morris G 5-8 So. 10/09/89 1V Pasadena, CA (Muir HS)
4 Christina Nzekwe F/C 6-4 So. 03/17/89 1V Seattle, WA (Chief Sealth HS) 
10 Allison Taka G 5-8 Jr. 07/30/88 2V Culver City, CA (Culver City HS)
11 Atonye Nyingifa G/F 5-11 Fr. 12/08/90 HS Torrance, CA (Redondo Union HS)
13 Erica Tukiainen G 6-0 Jr. 01/07/87 2V Los Angeles, CA (Windward School)
21 Doreena Campbell G 5-10 So. 07/03/89 1V Alexandria, VA (Edison HS)
23 Chinyere Ibekwe C/F 6-4 Sr. 12/02/87 3V Los Angeles, CA (Carson HS)
24 Candice Brown F 6-3 So. 01/28/89 1V Riverside, CA (Bishop Amat HS)
31 Moniquee Alexander C 6-6 Jr. 03/27/87 2V Harbor City, CA (Edison Academic Center)
35 Rebekah Gardner G 6-0 Fr. 07/09/90 HS Upland, CA (Ayala HS)

Alphabetical UCLA Women’s Basketball Roster
No. Name Pos. Ht. Yr. Birthdate Exp. Hometown (High School)
31 Moniquee Alexander C 6-6 Jr. 03/27/87 2V Harbor City, CA (Edison Academic Center)
24 Candice Brown F 6-3 So. 01/28/89 1V Riverside, CA (Bishop Amat HS)
21 Doreena Campbell G 5-10 So. 07/03/89 1V Alexandria, VA (Edison HS)
1 Nina Earl F 6-1 So. 01/16/89 1V Pomona, CA (Diamond Ranch HS)
35 Rebekah Gardner G 6-0 Fr. 07/09/90 HS Upland, CA (Ayala HS)
2 Tierra Henderson G 5-10 Sr. 05/06/87 3V Pasadena, CA (Muir HS)
23 Chinyere Ibekwe C/F 6-4 Sr. 12/02/87 3V Los Angeles, CA (Carson HS)
3 Darxia Morris G 5-8 So. 10/09/89 1V Pasadena, CA (Muir HS)
11 Atonye Nyingifa G/F 5-11 Fr. 12/08/90 HS Torrance, CA (Redondo Union HS)
4 Christina Nzekwe F/C 6-4 So. 03/17/89 1V Seattle, WA (Chief Sealth HS) 
10 Allison Taka G 5-8 Jr. 07/30/88 2V Culver City, CA (Culver City HS)
13 Erica Tukiainen G 6-0 Jr. 01/07/87 2V Los Angeles, CA (Windward School)

Head Coach: Nikki Caldwell (Tennessee ’94) 
Assistant Coach: Stacie Terry (Texas-Arlington ’98)
Assistant Coach: Tony Perotti (Tennessee ’99)
Assistant Coach: Tasha Butts (Tennessee ’04)
Director of Basketball Operations: Pam Walker (UCLA ’85)

2008-2009 Roster

Squad Breakdown
Seniors (2)
Tierra Henderson
Chinyere Ibekwe

Juniors (3)
Moniquee Alexander
Erica Tukiainen
Allison Taka

Sophomores (5)
Candice Brown
Doreena Campbell
Nina Earl
Darxia Morris
Christina Nzekwe

Freshmen (2)
Rebekah Gardner
Atonye Nyingifa

From California: 10
From Virginia: 1
From Washington: 1

Oldest: Erica Tukiainen 1/7/87
Youngest:  Atonye Nyingifa, 12/08/90

In-Season Birthdays
Dec. 2 - Chinyere Ibekwe, 21st
Dec. 8 - Atonye Nyingifa, 18th
Jan. 7 - Erica Tukiainen, 22nd
Jan. 16 - Nina Earl, 20th
Jan. 28 - Candice Brown, 20th
Mar. 17 - Christina Nzekwe, 20th
Mar. 27- Moniquee Alexander, 22nd

See p.12 for Pronunciation Guide

The 2008-09 Bruins - Back row (l-r): Nina Earl, Candice Brown, Chinyere Ibekwe, Moniquee Alexander, Christina Nzekwe, Erica Tukiainen. Middle row (l-r): Allison Taka, 
Tierra Henderson, Darxia Morris, Doreena Campbell. Front row (l-r): Atonye Nyingifa, Rebekah Gardner.  
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Season Outlook

The Nikki Caldwell era began on April 17, 2008 when the former University of Ten-
nessee player and assistant coach was announced as the fi fth head women's basketball 
coach in UCLA history. 

"Tennessee's loss is UCLA's gain," said Hall of Fame coach Pat Summitt, Caldwell's 
former mentor at UT. "Nikki Caldwell is truly one of the rising stars in women's college 
basketball. She is the complete package … a teacher, a coach and a recruiter. She is a 
woman of great character and has a powerful gift of mentoring young women."

Caldwell, who spent the last six seasons serving as an assistant coach at Tennessee, 
welcomes back 10 returning letterwinners to her fi rst Bruin team, eight of whom 
started at least two games a year ago on a unit which went 16-15 and tied for fourth 
in the Pac-10 Conference with a 10-8 mark. There are four returning starters in the 
mix, including four of the top fi ve scorers, the top three assist makers and the top 
four on the team in steals.

"I have addressed the team on a number of occasions and talked about a theme - 
earned, never given," said coach Caldwell. "With that in mind, we will defend, we will 
board and get up and down the fl oor. There will be an up-tempo style of play based 
on our defense. We will seek to delay and disrupt … changing our defenses up and 
extending our defense at times. We want to control the boards to control the tempo 
of the game. On offense, we will focus on player movement, ball movement and spacing. 
Our players will move with a purpose and take care of the ball. "

The two Bruins who make up the senior class will be keys to helping trigger that 
defensive pressure and maxing out the energy on the boards stressed by Caldwell. 

Guard Tierra Henderson (5-10 senior) led the team and ranked tied for third in the 
conference in steals average (2.00). Henderson's hard-nosed defensive presence sets 
the tone for the team. She was recognized for her efforts by the league's coaches when 
she was named to the fi rst-team All-Conference Defensive team. Henderson balanced 
her defensive efforts with the best offensive production of her career. She upped her 
scoring average from 5.1 in 2007 to 7.6 in 2008, despite playing less minutes. She also 
improved her shooting percentages from both the fi eld and from the line.

"Tierra takes great pride in her defense," said Caldwell. "She has the defensive intensity 
needed to lock down an opposing player. She can generate defl ections which can turn 
into turnovers helping to create of-
fensive opportunities. Tierra must 
also continue to be an aggressive 
offensive player whose strength is 
playing off the bounce."

Center/forward Chinyere Ibe-
kwe (6-4 senior) saw action in 28 
games with three starts in 2007-08. 
She led the team in rebounds in 
four games and pulled down an 
average of 4.6 boards per contest 
over the last 15 games of the 

season. Ibekwe has played at a very high level at times during her Bruin career, as 
evidenced by her 21-point, 11-rebound effort versus Gonzaga as a sophomore and 
her key plays in the Pac-10 Tournament championship win against Stanford in her 
freshman season. She is poised to put it all together as a senior. 

"I expect Rey to really commit to being a defensive stopper in the post," said Caldwell. 
"She must become an animal on the boards for us. Her offensive boards need to lead 
to put-back baskets. Offensively, Rey must work to use her athleticism and speed to 
go by people."

In addition, the Bruins return three juniors to the fold. Moniquee Alexander, a 6-6 
center; Erica Tukiainen, a 6-0 guard; and Allison Taka, a 5-8 guard.   

Erica Tukiainen (6-0 junior) is a versatile wing player who saw action in all 31 games 
last season and earned the starting nod in 22, including 15 of the fi nal 16 contests. 
She played double fi gure minutes in 26 games. Tukiainen had 22 games in which she 
totaled one or less turnovers. Her total of 16 made three-point shots ranked third 
on the team. An outstanding student, she made the Athletic Director's Honor Roll 
and was an honorable mention selection on the All-Pac-10 Academic squad. She was 
also team co-captain a year ago.

"Erica is one of our hardest-working players and a great team player," notes Caldwell. 
"She has a variety to her game .... she can shoot the three and play off the dribble, and 
can handle multiple positions. She is expected to give us a threat from the three-point 
line and help extend defenses." 

Moniquee Alexander (6-6 junior) appeared in 30 contests last season and started 
15 times at the center position. She had a career-high 11 points in games against Ten-
nessee and UC Riverside, while averaging 3.8 points and 3.1 rebounds per contest.

"Mo must become a presence on the low block for us," said Caldwell. "She will anchor 
the paint on both the offensive and defensive ends of the court and do a good job 
controlling the boards. She has to intimidate in the paint on defense."

Allison Taka (5-8 junior) saw action in fi ve games last season. She is a true point 
guard, a vocal leader and a quality threat from the outside. Taka had two assists in the 
Pac-10 Conference tournament win over USC and three more in an earlier win at 
Washington State. An outstanding student, Taka earned at least a 3.5 gpa in all three 
quarters last year.

"Taka brings leadership and work ethic to the team," Caldwell noted. "She is someone 
a coach can count on to be a great teammate. As one of our best three-point shooters, 
she will help extend the defense."

Five members of one of UCLA's most productive freshmen classes return after 
posting combined averages of 29.4 points and 15 rebounds per contest and starting 
a total of 59 games last season. 

Leading returning scoring honors were shared by guard Doreena Campbell (5-10 
sophomore) and forward Nina Earl (6-1 sophomore), who each averaged 8.7 points 
per game last season. Campbell, who started in 30 games, led the team in assists (101) 
while ranking eighth (3.37 average) in the Pac-10 Conference in that category. She 

Erica Tukiainen

Tierra Henderson
Doreena Campbell

What’s Returning from '07-08
70%  Field Goals Made (547 of 786)
70%  Games Started (109/155)
77%  Minutes Played (4,763/6,225)
70%  Points (1,448 of 2,083)
70%  Rebounds (811/1,155)
64%  3-Pt. Field Goals (61/96)
83%  Assists (333/401)
88%  Steals (151/244)
49%  Blocks (50/102)
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was named to the Conference's fi rst-team All-Freshman squad and was an honorable 
mention all-conference selection. She ranked fourth in the league in assist/turnover 
ratio (1.68) and had fi ve games with no turnovers and six with just one. She con-
nected on 23 of her 53 shots from beyond the arc for a .434 percentage, which was 
the third-best mark in school history. 

"We will lean on Doreena for team leadership," said Caldwell. "She will play a large 
role in getting us in our offense. She will assist in the duties of being a point guard 
and she is capable of knocking down the open jumper and creating off the bounce as 
well. We expect her to get to the basket when we need it and get to the free throw 
line often. In addition, she is solid on defense and on the boards." 

Earl appeared in all 31 games last season and earned the starting nod in 15. In addition 
to tying for second on the scoring list, she also tied for second on the team in steals 
with 47 thefts. Earl earned honorable mention honors on the Pac-10's All-Freshman 
and All-Defensive teams. She had a big game in the Bruin win at Arizona with 23 
points and 10 rebounds.

"Nina is a returning player who gives us a balanced attack on offense and defense," 
said Caldwell. "She has multiple ways of scoring and did a good job of being an impact 
player in her fi rst year. Nina gets after it defensively and understands ball pressure."

Guard Darxia Morris (5-8 sophomore) averaged 7.5 points per game in her fi rst 
season and was named to the honorable mention All-Pac-10 Freshman and All-Pac-
10 Defensive teams. She appeared in 28 games and started in 12 contests despite 
having her season interrupted by an early January knee injury. Morris put off knee 
surgery until after the season and went on to hand out 66 assists for the season. 
Her steals average of 1.64/g ranked ninth in the Pac-10 Conference. Morris stood 
out in two of the biggest wins of the 2007-08 season when she scored 20 in a win 
over then No. 2 Stanford and 19 in a Pac-10 Conference Tournament victory over 
USC. She will be brought along at her own pace in the early stages of practice after 
undergoing knee surgery following the 2007-08 season and is expected to be at full 
strength for the season.

"Rex can be the pulse of our team," said Caldwell. "She has the leadership to run the 
team. She can calm the waters during an opponent run and also be the vocal leader 
who gets everyone involved with her passing ability. Rex has been a warrior through 
adversity and embraced her role on the team, whether as a starter or coming off the 
bench. She must also continue to be a consistent offensive threat." 

Forward/center Christina Nzekwe (6-4 sophomore) played in double fi gures in 25 
of the 31 games she saw action in last season. She came off the bench in all 31 games 
to average 3.0 points and 3.1 rebounds. Her eight points, seven rebounds and four 
steals played a big part in the Bruins' win over the University of Washington in her 
hometown of Seattle last season.

"Christina has the ability to play inside but also has perimeter skills," said Caldwell. 
"We will give her the opportunity to display her offensive abilities outside and count 
on her to be a scoring threat on the inside as well."

Forward Candice Brown (6-3 sophomore) played in 26 games and made two starts 
in 2007-08. Her 10 blocked shots ranked fourth on the team. Brown was on the court 
for double fi gure minutes in 11 games.

"Candice has a level of determination that makes her tough to guard on offense," said 
Caldwell. "She can step out, as a post, and hit the mid-range jumper. In order to help 
our team control the boards, we need her to commit to being a rebounder."

To this mix of returning players, UCLA adds a couple of highly regarded newcomers in  
6-0 guard Rebekah Gardner (Ayala HS in Chino Hills, CA)  and 5-11 guard/forward 
Atonye Nyingifa (Redondo Union HS in Redondo Beach, CA), both of whom were 
CIF Players of the Year last season. 

"We need Rebekah to bring her offensive mind-set with her to this level," said coach 
Caldwell. "Defensively, she can be a great rebounder from the guard position. Atonye 
must bring her aggressive style of play with her. She can hit the jumper or get to the 
hole and help us on offense by scoring in multiple ways. Defensively, she must get 
on the boards." 

Caldwell, who is about to embark on her fi rst season as a head coach, added, "It is 
an honor to have my fi rst head coaching job here. UCLA represents a standard of 
excellence not only on the basketball court, but in the classroom. You win with people, 
and I can't think of a fi ner group to work with, from the administration to the faculty 
to the student-athletes." 

SCHEDULE
The Bruins will face a schedule which features seven teams which advanced to 
post-season play last season. Five appeared in the NCAA tournament (Maryland, 
San Diego, Stanford, Arizona State and Cal); two played in the Women's NIT (Texas 
Tech and Kansas).

Season Outlook

  2008-09 SQUAD BREAKDOWN   
Returning Starters (4)

Name Ht. Pos. Class Hometown Ppg     Rpg
Erica Tukiainen 6-0 G Jr. Los Angeles, CA 4.6 2.1
Doreena Campbell 5-10 G So. Alexandria, VA 8.7 4.2
Nina Earl 6-1 F So. Pomona, CA 8.7 3.4
Moniquee Alexander 6-6 C Jr. Harbor City, CA 3.8 3.1

Other Returning Letterwinners (6)

Candice Brown 6-3 F So. Riverside, CA 1.5 2.2
Tierra Henderson 5-10 G Sr. Pasadena, CA 7.6 3.3
Chinyere Ibekwe 6-4 C/F Sr. Carson, CA 2.7 3.8
Darxia Morris 5-8 G So. Pasadena, CA 7.5 2.1
Christina Nzekwe 6-4 F/C So. Seattle, WA 3.0 3.1
Allison Taka 5-8 G Jr. Culver City, CA 0.2 0.2
Totals Returning     48.3 27.5

Letterwinners Lost (3)
Lindsey Pluimer 6-4 F Sr. San Clemente, CA 14.1 6.5
Alexis Olivier 5-8 G Jr. Seal Beach, CA 0.5 0.0
Regina Rogers 6-3 C So. Seattle, WA 6.3 4.6
Totals Lost     20.9 11.1 
     Newcomers (2)
Rebekah Gardner 6-0 G Fr. Upland, CA 19.7 8.1
Atonye Nyingifa 5-11 G/F Fr. Torrance, CA 21.2 12.2
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